HUALAPAI TRIBE
DEPARTMENT OF HUALAPAI EDUCATION AND TRAINING
460 Hualapai Way, P.O. Box 179, Peach Springs, AZ 86434,
Phone: 928-769-2200 fax: 928-769-1101

HUALAPAI HIGHER EDUCATION FUNDING PROGRAM POLICIES

Purpose

A. The purpose of the Hualapai Higher Education Funding Program (HHEFP) is to
provide financial assistance for enrolled members of the Hualapai Tribe seeking
an Associate of Arts or Associates of Science or Associates of General Studies,
Bachelors, Masters, or Post-Graduate degree or Certification at an accredited
college/university/vocational institution.

Definitions

A. Academic Term: means the duration of one semester, one quarter, or one

B.

C.

trimester, as determined by the specific higher education institution.

Academic Year: means the duration of two semesters, two trimesters, or three
quarters as determined by the specific higher education institution.
Accreditation: means the process of meeting and maintaining certain educational
delivery methods and standards as prescribed by a nationally and regionally
recognized accrediting association.

. Applicant: means any person who has applied for financial assistance through

this Program pursuant to the Program’s policies.

. Award: means upon eligibility and availability of funds, to confer upon an

Applicant a specified amount of money in financial assistance for an Academic
Term.

. Certificate of Indian Blood (CIB): means a certified document issued by the

Hualapai Tribe Enrollment Office verifying that an Applicant is an enrolled tribal
member.

. Credit Hour: means a unit of measurement referring to the amount of credit a

student receives for completion of one or more courses per Academic Term.
Credit hours are measured differently according to whether the institution the
student is attending is on the semester, quarter or trimester system.

. Financial Aid Office: means the office of an institution of higher education that

has responsibility for administering financial aid

Financial Needs Analysis (ENA): means a determination of financial need based
on the projected cost of education for one academic year minus financial
assistance, scholarships, grants. (Family contribution & loans will not be
considered).




Financial Assistance: means specific financial assistance funds awarded by the
Program to an eligible tribal member based on the Financial Needs Analysis
(FNA) and availability of funds for an Academic Term or Academic Year.

. Full-Time Student: means and Applicant pursuing a degree and carrying the
minimum amount of Credit Hours to be classified as “full time” during an
Academic Term as determined by the institution.

. Higher Education: means a post-secondary education received at an accredited
educational institution.

. Official Transcript: means a transcript received directly from an educational
institution in a sealed envelope and appropriately stamped or indented as an
official copy.

. Part-Time Student: means an Applicant pursuing a degree and carrying less than
the minimum amount of Credit Hours to be classified as “full-time” during an
Academic Term as determined by the institution.

. Pledge of service: a service can include but is not limited to counseling sessions,
presentation in the field of study, mentorship, power point, seek employment,
program development, complete a family tree with lineage. Other pledges of
services will be determined on a case by case basis.

. Probation: means the failure to comply with the academic standards as prescribed
by these Program policies, resulting in possible disqualification within the
Academic Term funded.

. Student: means an Applicant who has been officially and fully admitted to an
accredited post-secondary institution.

Eligibility

. The Applicant shall be legally enrolled member of the Hualapai Tribe.

. Applicants must have a high school diploma or equivalency certificate prior to
applying to the Program for an Award

. Applicants shall be officially and fully admitted to an accredited educational
institution before obtaining an Award.

. Applicants shall have a complete Higher Education application in accordance
with established policies.

Application Deadline

A. For the Fall/Spring and Fall Academic Terms Only: Applicants shall complete
an application and provide their supporting documents by August 1% (if deadline
falls on a holiday or weekend, deadline will be the following business day) of
each year.

. For the Spring Academic Term Only: Applicants shall complete an application
and provide their supporting documents by January 1% (if deadline falls on a
holiday or weekend, deadline will be the following business day) of each year.




C. For the Summer Academic Term Only: Applicants shall complete an application
and provide their supporting documents by May 1% (if deadline falls on a holiday
or weekend, deadline will be the following business day) of each year.

Applicant’s Responsibilities

A. The Applicant shall complete a higher education application for each Academic
Year, including all supporting documents. The Applicant is also responsible for
completing the financial aid requirements of the institution to which they are
seeking admission.

. The Applicant must submit the application in a timely manner. Applications will
not be accepted after the deadline. Incomplete applications will not be
processed.

. The Applicant shall immediately notify the Program and report in writing any
change in name, enrollment, course load, and withdrawal and transfer status.

. The Applicant is responsible for submitting all documentation as required by the
Program and other documents relative to financial aid, grades and standing at
their school. Official transcripts must be submitted no later than 30 working days
after completion of each Academic Term.

. A Full-Time Student shall be responsible for adhering to the following time lines:
Associate Degree-equivalent to 6 full-time semesters or 80 credit hours
Bachelor’s Degree-equivalent to 10 full-time semesters or 150 credit hours
Graduate Degree-equivalent to 6 full-time semesters or 54 credit hours
Vocational degree/cert-determined by school

. The Applicant must apply to other available financial aid programs with the
federal and state government, i.e. FAFSA, Pell Grant, each academic year.
Applicants fully funded by other Hualapai Tribe entities are NOT eligible for
HHEFP funding.

. The HHEFP is provided as a privilege, with the requirement that the Applicant,
within one year of the graduation date, be expected to return to the Hualapai Tribe
to fulfill their Pledge of Service.

Application Procedures

A. All Applicants shall complete and submit all required documentation as
described in the Higher Education Application and herein, including those
documents from the institution.

. All Applicants shall submit a certificate of Indian blood (CIB), letter of
admission, graduation check list, and a current class schedule from the institution.

. All the Applicants shall submit official transcripts at the time of application and
after each academic term.

Student Probation/Suspension




A.

A review of Student records will take place monthly to identify Students who
have failed to meet the Program requirements.

. Any Student who does not maintain a 2.0 grade point average will be subject to

academic probation. If the Student is attending an institution that does not rate
academic progress through grade point averages, then the Student must be
achieving satisfactory progress as defined by the institution that Student is
attending.

. A Student on probation will receive funding but will be notified that he/she has

one Academic Term to bring his or her grade point average up to 2.0 or better, or
to achieve satisfactory progress as defined by the institution the Student is
attending. The Student will be recommended to seek tutoring at his or her own
expense.

. If the probationary Student fails to bring his or her grade point average up to at

least 2.0 or to achieve satisfactory progress as defined by the institution the
Student is attending, the student will be placed on academic suspension. The
Student will need to attend school at his/her own expense until the deficiencies
are corrected.

. Any Student whose course load drops below the awarded minimum will be placed

on academic probation.

. Any Student who withdraws from all registered courses or fails to complete the

Academic Term will be placed on academic suspension. The Student must retake

the equivalent credit hours at their own expense to be eligible for future funding.

. Any Student who fails to complete a vocational/technical program will be
immediately placed on academic suspension. The Student may be responsible for
monies owned to the institution.

Financial Awards

A. The Program’s Awards are based according to information the Program receives

on the ‘Financial Needs Analysis’, completed by the financial aid office at each
institution and submitted to the Program.

. All undergraduate and vocational Students are eligible to receive up to $24,000

per academic year for all educational expenses. The amount of the award is
dependent on the availability of funds for awards by the Program as determined
by the Tribal Council on an annual basis during the Tribe’s budgeting process.

. Students seeking a Master’s Degree or Doctorate Degree are eligible to receive

$34,000 per academic year. The amount of the award is dependent on the
availability of funds for award by the Program, as determined by the Tribal
Council on an annual basis during the Tribe’s annual budgeting process.

. Students who are enrolled full-time in on-line classes and/or programs will

receive funding for direct costs such as tuition and fees, textbooks and supplies.




. Students who are enrolled part-time will receive funding for direct costs such as

tuition and fees, textbooks and supplies.

. Awards will be paid to the school for tuition/fees and on campus room and board.

Awards will not be disbursed until the higher education application is complete.
Payments made by the Student for educational expenses and which Awards are
meant to cover, may be eligible for reimbursement by the Program.

. Students who are having serious financial difficulties may request a one-time

emergency award. Supporting documentation must accompany the request and
the awarded amount is dependent on available funds.

. Any misuse, non-use or other defaults will result in the Program being authorized

to recover the monies from any payment made to the Student from the Hualapai
Tribe. This includes filing a claim with the Hualapai Tribal Court for repayment.

Appeal Process

The applicant has the right to appeal a denial within 14 days after postmarked
date of the award/denial letter. The written appeal shall contain the following
information:

1. The full name, address and student identification number of the
applicant making the appeal.

2. A clear concise statement of the facts, pertinent dates of complaint to
be considered and supported documents with a phone number or email
address for Department of Higher Education to contact appellant.

3. The letter of email requesting appeal shall be directed to:

Hualapai Education Committee

Department of Hualapai Education and Training
P.O. Box 179/460 Hualapai Way

Peach Springs, AZ 86434
hualapaieducationdepartment@gmail.com

Other

A.

B.

Classes not required for a degree/certificate will not be paid for by the Program.
These classes do not count towards Full-Time Student status as well.

Vocational and technical training applications will not be accepted between
August 1%t and December 31% of each year.

. Students who complete a vocational program, of any type, will be ineligible for

further funding for one year.

. Vocational and technical Applicants must allow for at least four weeks for

application approval and funding.



mailto:hualapaieducationdepartment@gmail.com

E. AIll Students must have a declared major or emphasis of study. A Student cannot

F.

be classified as an “undeclared” major.

Students who are full-time employees of the Hualapai Tribe and are classified as
Full-Time Students, will be eligible to receive tuition, textbook and transportation
expenses.

. The following expenses will not be covered by the Program: application fees,

childcare, moving expenses, student’s health insurance, graduation expenses and
parking fees.




